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Memorandum of Cooperation on Sharing Short Sea Shipping Information and Experience between the transportation authorities of Canada, México and the United States of America 

The Department of Transport of Canada, The SECRETARY OF TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS OF MEXICO and The Department of Transportation of The United States of America are hereinafter referred to as "the Participants";  

Considering the traditional links of friendship that exist between Canada, México and the United States of America, and bearing in mind the North American Free Trade Agreement; 

Desiring to facilitate multi-lateral collaboration and cooperation on transportation matters of mutual interest between them; 

Recognizing that cooperation in Short Sea Shipping, defined as hemispheric waterborne transportation, provides an economy of effort, and an important means of contributing to the resolution of transportation issues common to the Participants; 

Recognizing that a Memorandum of Cooperation provides for a process of mutual collaboration and cooperation in the areas of maritime technology related to the enhanced use of the marine mode that can contribute to reducing transportation congestion and air pollution, which is of concern to Canada, Mexico and The United States of America; 

Recognizing that any such mutual cooperation also recognizes the confidence of the Participants in the quality and reliability of each other’s research, development and policy efforts. 

Regarding Short Sea Shipping, the Participants intend:

· to collaborate and cooperate with each other in sharing knowledge and information on Short Sea Shipping technology in all appropriate situations;

· to support research and development efforts of mutual benefit through the exchange of information and experience;

· to keep each other informed of policy decisions, directives, and changes that may affect them whenever possible;

· to aid in each other’s efforts to promote the concept of Short Sea Shipping when opportunities arise. 

This Memorandum of Cooperation does not affect the rights and obligations of the Participants under their domestic legislation or any international agreement.    This Memorandum of Cooperation is to be read and implemented consistent with the laws of each Participant.  No transfer of funds between the Participants is envisaged in connection with this Memorandum of Cooperation.  

Signed, in triplicate, at Sarasota, this          day of November 2003, in the English, French and Spanish languages, each version being equally valid. 
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______________________________

For The Department
For The 
of Transport

Secretary of Transport and

of Canada
Communications of Mexico

___________________________

For The 

Department of Transportation

of the United States of America

