07 Sept 1999
Coon Rapids, Minnesota

Ms. Vontell D. Tucker
Public Affairs Specialist
Maritime Administration
400 Seventh Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20590

Dear Ms. Tucker, Subj: American Merchant Mariners
in the Korean War

Mr. Milton G. Nottingham Jr., Chairman of the Board for
Pacific Cargoes Inc. advised me of MARAD’S interest in
Merchant Marine involvement in the Korean War. He wrote to
you on 2 August 1999.

I was with Mr. Nottingham in Korea in 1949 and 1950 when
hostilities broke out with the attack from the North.

The following Merchant Mariners were in our group; the Marine
Division/American Mission to Korea/Economic Cooperation
Administration (ECA): All U.S. Coast Guard Licensed Officer
ratings assigned to instruct Korean seamen on board the SS
William Lester, the SS John B. Whidden, the SS Nat Brown and
the SS Charles F. Winsor; American built ships loaned to the
South Korean government.

Captains: Forrest K. Peterson
James Scanlon
Jay Kressen
Thomas Kitts
XxXX Nelson
William Woods
Alexander J. Roth

Chief Engrs: Desmond Mann
John Connolly
John Murphy
Harold Stevens
Milo Atkinson
Herbert Basford

Radio Officers: Francis X. Crosby
Frank Compton
Raymond B. Maurstad (my self)

These Merchant Mariners were all ashore in South Korea or on
board the ships in Korean waters when the war started. Most
had wives and childen with them in Korea who were evacuated
from Inchon by the SS Rheinholt (Norway), and from Pusan by
the U.S. Lines SS Pioneer Dale, the Lykes Lines SS Letitia
Lykes and a Greek Liberty Ship.



If you use the Internet you can view/print a listing of U.S.
Vessels involved in the Korean War.

Go to: http://www.usmm.org
then scroll down to and click on:

" Ship Lists "
(WWII and Murmansk)

When the Lists comes up scroll down to and click on:
"Ships Used in Korean War."

When the Korean War list comes up you will note in the third
paragraph a mention of our group of Captains, Chief Engineers
and Radio Officers. The names of our 4 ships are also in the
listing.

There are almost 700 ships currently listed that participated
in the Korean War and the listing is not complete. One ship
that is not listed, and should be, is the Kimball R. Smith,
the vessel mentioned by Mr. Nottingham in his letter (page 2)
to you. I am requesting the keepers of the website to add
that vessel to the listing today.

You may already have accessed this listing but I want to be
sure you have it.

If, for any reason, you are not able to access this listing I
will be glad to print it out and send it to you.

It may also be of interest to you that I am authoring a book
entitled "American Civilians in South Korea and Evacuation -
1949/50" A personal documentary. I am targeting for
publication before June 2000.

Very truly yours,

Raymond B. Maurstad R/Q Ret.
12082 Goldenrod St NW

Coon Rapids MN 55448 :
E~-Mail: mevam@idt.net e
Tel: (612) 755 7182




